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6. CORE KNOWLEDGE: WHAT DO  
WE WANT PUPILS TO KNOW? 

The core concepts fit into a spiral curriculum, whereby concepts are revisited and explored in more depth as pupils 
move through the school. These are explored through key questions, however, and so are not applied exclusively — 
links and connections will be made between concepts during units.

This diagram shows how the concepts are revisited, with further learning growing from the roots of the 
foundational knowledge in Early Years, KS1 and above 
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OVERVIEW: CORE CONCEPTS AND KEY QUESTIONS 

The key question overview shows how the core concepts are revisited as pupils move through school. Questions 
are explored in relation to the Bible, the Christian community and wider Christian living. Units of work comprise 
a ‘core learning’ section, approximately 6–8 hours of teaching and learning, and an optional ‘digging deeper’ 
section, with ideas and resources for another 4–6 hours (see pp.38–39 for more on the structure of units).

CONCEPT FS2 Y1/2 Y3/4 Y5/6 Y7/8/9

GOD
1.1 What do  
Christians believe 
God is like?

(See 2a.3 
Trinity/
Incarnation)

2b.1 What does it mean if God  
is holy and loving?

3.1 If God is Trinity, what does that mean  
for Christians?

CREATION
F1 Why is the word  
‘God’ so important  
to Christians?

1.2 Who made  
the  
world?

2a.1 What do 
Christians 
learn from the 
Creation story?

2b.2 Creation and science:  
conflicting or complementary?

3.2 Should Christians be greener than  
everyone else?

FALL 3.3 Why are people good and bad?

PEOPLE  
OF GOD

2a.2 What is it 
like to follow 
God?

2b.3 How can following God  
bring freedom and justice?

3.4 Does the world need prophets today?

PROPHECY

WISDOM 3.5 What do we do when life gets hard?

INCARNATION
F2 Why do Christians 
perform nativity 
plays at Christmas? 

1.3 Why does  
Christmas matter  
to Christians?

2a.3 What is  
the Trinity? 2b.4 Was Jesus the Messiah? 3.6 Why do Christians believe Jesus is  

God on Earth?

GOSPEL
1.4 What is the  
good news that  
Jesus brings? 

2a.4 What kind 
of world did 
Jesus want?

2b.5 What would Jesus do? 3.7 What is so radical about Jesus?

SALVATION
F3 Why do Christians 
put a cross in an 
Easter garden?

1.5 Why does  
Easter matter to 
Christians?

2a.5 Why do 
Christians call 
the day Jesus 
died ‘Good 
Friday’?

2b.6 What did Jesus do to save  
human beings? [Y5]

2b.7 What difference does the 
resurrection make for Christians? [Y6]

3.8 [Salvation unit online]

KINGDOM  
OF GOD

2a.6 When Jesus 
left, what was 
the impact of 
Pentecost?

2b.8 What kind of king is Jesus? 3.9 [Kingdom of God unit online]
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